Mines of Spain

Our Mission:    The club is organized to inform and educate the public in nature, ecology, conservation, greenbelt concept, natural history, archeology and current events pertaining to those topics.
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If your 2005 membership is not paid,  the front of this newsletter will be stamped with 


“It’s Time to Renew Your Membership, Thanks.” 


 Please fill out the attached membership form and mail to


Friends of the Mines of Spain


 8991 Bellevue Hts.


 Dubuque, IA 52003-9214








Nature Day For Kids 


These programs are designed for kids in the first thru sixth grades.  The sessions will be held at the E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center each Saturday morning in June, July and August at 11:00 a.m.  Each session will last one hour.  The topics vary and may be changed due to weather or other circumstances.  Parents are welcome to attend, but not required.


Sessions are every Saturday during June, July and August.





Each session will include an activity, sometimes to take home and will provide valuable information. 














Items needed:


The following items are needed at the Mines of Spain.  Items marked out have been donated.  If you would like to make a donation of an item or funds to purchase, please contact the park office.


Cover for snowmobile


Chest waders for kids, sizes 5,6,7,8


Black light for programs


Refrigerator, compact


Butterfly Nets


Stain (green and cedar - exterior) and paint (brown, green, white – exterior)


Stereo with 5 disc storage


Taxidermy mounts for center


Nature sounds CD’s


GPS locator 


Field guides for birds, trees, reptiles, rocks.


Bird feed, nyger and black oiled sunflower.  We used over 1200 pounds this past year








What’s in a Name: The “Mines of Spain”


by


Mike Gibson


Friends of the Mines of Spain Board Member





As early as 1690, Nicolas Perrot, a French trader, is reported to have been lead mining on the east side of the Mississippi River perhaps near what is today East Dubuque, IL.  In 1700, Pierre LeSueur was the first to travel the full length of the Mississippi from the Gulf of Mexico to the headwaters in Minnesota.  In the area of the confluence of the Fever (Galena) River and the Mississippi he noted lead mining activity---probably that Nicolas Perrot.. Mining activity on the west bank of the river in the area of present day Dubuque, IA was first documented in 1697 on a map by the French cartographer, Louis de la Porte de Louvigny.  A later map drawn in 1702 by G. Delisle identified this area as “Mine de Plomb” (lead mines).





Throughout the 18th C many white miners worked the lead deposits.  Two Frenchmen, Renault and DeGris each received permission from the French crown to work the lead mines in this area and Farther Samuel Mazzuchelli, a missionary in the area, told in his memoirs that and old man reported that two men named Cardinal and Longe [sic] who preceded Julien Dubuque also had worked the lead mines.  But these accounts provide no other information.  





The French ceded their rights to the Mississippi Valley to Spain after the Seven Years War (French & Indian War).  St. Louis, founded in 1764, provided a base for Spanish power in the Upper Mississippi region.  In 1778, Spain declared war on Great Britain and in response the British decided to strike at the Spanish position at St. Louis. Supplies and munitions were reaching American revolutionaries by way of the Mississippi including lead from the mines of the Upper Mississippi.  Hence, we can presume that the armies of George Washington fired shot from lead that came from the mines in the Dubuque area.  A force of some one thousand British regulars, French traders, and Indians left Prairie du Chien enroute to St. Louis.  On the way they encountered some 17 miners in the Dubuque vicinity under the supervision of a Joseph Parent.  Some shots were fired, but the miners surrendered and the British flag was temporarily hoisted over the little mining camp located on the Little Maquoketa River.





In 1788, Julien Dubuque, then a young man of twenty-six, came from Prairie du Chien to the mines and was given permission by the Mesquakie tribe to mine for lead. He would spend the next 22 years, living there until his death in 1810. So why didn’t the area become known as Dubuque’s Mines?   Did he have some Spanish with him when he arrived?  He reportedly had ten or eleven white or half-breed workers with him, all of them of the same cultural and ethnic background as Dubuque—French-Canadian.  None were Spanish. How did the term Miners of Spain come about?  Julien was very knowledgeable about politics and how to play the political game.  In 1796 he made a formal petition to the Baron de Carondelet, the Governor of Louisana at New Orleans asking the Spanish government to grant him “the rights of enjoyment of the land and the mines.”  In other words, he requested permission to possess the land and reap the benefits of the mines.  He mentioned to de Carondolet that he had already given this tract of land (21 miles in length and 9 miles wide) the name of the “Mines of Spain.” He concluded by saying that “…I am, and shall be all my life, your Excellency’s very humble, and very obedient, and very submissive servant.”  Needless to say, the Governor granted him his wishes. The “Mines of Spain” was now established as a geographic location.





TO BE CONTINUED


  





      














The science-based, data-driven, and citizen-led Iowa IBA Program is only 36 months old. But 150 of Iowa’s recreational birders have participated. They used the IBA criteria found at (� HYPERLINK "http://www.iowaaudubon.org/IBA/criteria_def.asp" \t "browserView" �www.iowaaudubon.org/IBA/criteria_def.asp�) to nominate 200+ habitats. This citizen input is easy and fun to provide. It is also badly needed, and deeply appreciated.�    After the technical committee reviewed data submitted  online and voted at their Oct. 30th meeting, Iowa’s total number of officially recognized IBAs reached 70, and these were well distributed in 55 of our 99 counties. This total puts Iowa ahead of most of the 45 mother states that now have IBA Programs. When all IBAs and all habitats that have been nominated or proposed for IBA status are put together, data has been submitted for 200+ habitats in 86 counties. These facts surprise and amaze those who hold a stereotypical view of Iowa as being only rows of corn and soybeans, and hog farms; and those who don’t yet recognize the great potential this state has for becoming a leader in all-bird conservation. Iowa’s Audubon members have reason to be proud.     


     IBA accomplishments were made in a relatively short period of time. Two components of Iowa’s Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program are vital to true progress in bird and habitat conservation. First, recreational birders, other citizens, and whole communities are encouraged to become actively engaged with this program. Second, each IBA becomes part of a state, national, western hemisphere, and global network of habitats for the most seriously declining birds and vital data about each IBA is held in a single World Bird Database. �    The resulting database is accessible to all conservation leaders. And most importantly, this brilliantly conceived system makes possible the prioritization of bird and habitat monitoring efforts, and the planning and implementation of habitat restoration, enhancement and long-term management projects most appropriate for the highest priority species. IBAs can be thought of as a string of�precious pearls the most essential habitats identified, monitored and managed to benefit the most�seriously declining species  all linked together from grassroots to global levels. The IBA Program is Iowa Audubon’s Mission in action across 86 Iowa counties.� All Iowans live within easy driving distance of one or more of the 70 IBAs in 55 counties that need further monitoring, especially during the nesting season. You also live near one or more of the 130+ nominated habitats that only need more observation data to be voted to official IBA status. The IBA Program achieves the overall Iowa Audubon Mission like no other program ever has, and this grassroots effort is now solely controlled by Audubon leaders living within Iowa. The first major need is for more Audubon members to become more actively involved in identifying, monitoring, and conserving the IBAs that benefit the 37 bird species most in need of help in our state. �The second major need is different but also vital. A statewide bird and habitat conservation program cannot function properly without solid financial underpinning. Iowa Audubon needs a broad base of�continuous funding support. Readers are requested to make large and regular financial contributions to expand and strengthen this comprehensive bird and habitat conservation program. 





YOUR HELP IS NEEDED to have the Mines of Spain designated as an IBA


If you are on a hike or outing and observe any of the species listed here.  Let the park staff know and we can enter the information onto the IBA website.  Each species needs to be observed two out of five years to complete phase two of the nomination process.





What is IBA?  Important Birding Area.  This program is designed to designate government or private lands as areas that are beneficial to birds.  The Mines of Spain was nominated in 2004 and is in phase two of the nomination process.  To complete the second phase, we still need documented sightings of threatened or endangered species.  


Species that we need data on are the Pileated Woodpecker, Peregrine Falcon, Veery, Wood Thrush, American Woodcock and Bald Eagle. If you have any information on these species, please let us know.  Some other species to look out for are Northern Harrier, Red-shouldered Hawk, Least Tern, Short-eared Owl, Long-eared Owl, Henslow’s Sparrow, Black-billed  Cuckoo, Logger-head Shrike, Prothonotary Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Yellowbreasted Chat, Grasshopper Sparrow and Bobolink.





Keep looking up and report those sightings.


Call the park office at 556-0620























Volunteer Projects:


The following projects have been completed:


A new mini shelter was erected at the main picnic area last fall by Eagle Scout Mike Mueller


A water diversion channel was built by freshmen at Univ. of Dubuque on the Prairie Ridge Trail.


Alliant Energy was out twice last year to help restore prairies and collect seed.  Many others helped collect seed.


Indian Mound site was cleared of trees to preserve three mounds.  This was done by Eagle Scout Alex Heidersheit.


Clearing trees to expand the savanna restorations.


New flag pole at the center (almost completed).  Eagle Scout Andrew DeHeck.














  Greeters Needed:





With the resignation of the Park Manager at the Mines of Spain, there is an even greater need for volunteers at the E.B. Lyons Nature Center.  One of the most critical needs is people who can come in for a morning or afternoon to act as a greeter, or host, and help keep the center open.  During the summer months the center is also open on week-end afternoons.  We need volunteers at those times also.  It would not need to be every week-end, but maybe just one afternoon a month.  If you are able to volunteer any time to help keep the center open, notify:  Wayne Buchholtz at E.B. Lyons 556-2060  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Wayne.Buchholtz@dnr.state.ia.us" ��Wayne.Buchholtz@dnr.state.ia.us�) or Nancy Wright at 588-3170 (Nlrwright@aol.com)


We have over 140 members.  If you take one half day, the math tells us you would greet one day in every two months IF everyone volunteered at the center.  Give us a call.








May 1 Spring Hike, E. B. Lyons Interpretive Center, 1:00 p.m.�Trade Silver will be on display at the center. Trade Silver was a form of currency used in trading during the 1800’s. Hike will be from the center focusing on spring wildflowers.


May 7 Prairie Rescue – 9:00 a.m. to noon. Place in park to be announced. Call park office for details at 563-556-0620. Prairie Rescue is an event across Iowa to focus on working on native prairies. Restoration involves clearing of nonnative or non prairie species of plants. 


June 12 Sunday Program, 1:00 p.m. @ E. B. Lyons Center, �Forest Hike- Join us at the Catfish Creek parking lot for a hike through the forest. View several species of flora, as well as the birds and animals that take up residence in the creek valley. All you need is comfortable walking shoes.


June 26 Sunday Program, 1:00 p.m. @ E. B. Lyons Center, �Butterfly identification with video and samples





July 10 Sunday Program, 1:00 p.m. @ E. B. Lyons Center, �Butterfly Count- Come help the Dubuque Audubon Society with its annual butterfly count. We will search the prairies for as many species of butterflies as we can. Test you butterfly knowledge, or learn them all for the first time.


July 24 Sunday Program, 1:00 p.m. @ E. B. Lyons Center, �Canoe Catfish Creek- Take a ride up the meandering waters of Catfish Creek. Learn about the history of the Mines of Spain and the surrounding area. See the plants and animals that use the creek for survival. Please contact Park Staff for further details. Bring your own canoe and equipment. Life Jacket mandatory.


August 28 Sunday Program, 1:00 p.m. @ E. B. Lyons Center, �Prairie Hike- Join us at the Hunter’s parking lot for a hike on the Prairie Ridge Trail. View several species of flora, as well as the birds and animals that take up residence in the tall grass prairie. All you need is comfortable walking shoes.��September 10 Mines of Spain Fall Seminar- All Day @ E. B. Lyons Center and throughout the Mines of Spain�This one day field study will feature classes for all ages. Topics range from prehistoric weapons, to fall fungus, to upland ecology, and several others. Pre registration is required. Please contact Park Staff for details.


October 15 Appreciation Dinner for members only. Guest speaker will be Shirley Schermer of the State Archeologist Office in Iowa City, Iowa.. To join the Friends of the Mines of Spain Call the park office at 563-556-0620 for further details.




















Message for the President





   As summer approaches, I wanted to thank all of those that continue to help make the EB Lyons Interpretive Center and Mines of Spain Recreation Area such a great place to visit. It never ceases to amaze me how generous all of the volunteers and donors are with their time, abilities and donations.  Without these efforts and generosity, the programs, Center and Area would not have grown to where they are to today. 


   I would like to especially thank each member of the Board of Directors of the Friends Group for all the hard work that they have put forth these past few months. Each member brings unique abilities, insights and backgrounds to the table. Together we have become a sizable and effective energy for future growth.


  A special thank you goes to our newest members: Kristin Woodward, Mike Gibson, Teri Goodman, Laura Carstens, John Nemmers and Tom Flynn. We have been brought to a new level of performance and expectations with your added presence. I am truly confident that the future is very bright for the Mines of Spain, its Friends group and its Board of Directors.





Doug Olk, M.D.


President, Board of Directors


Friends of the Mines of Spain.





   

















UPDATE


Winter programs


Over 200 visitors to the E. B. Lyons Interpretive Center participated in the Sunday winter programs offered twice a month during January, February and March.  The Friends of the Mines of Spain appreciate the following volunteers who presented programs:





Michael Conklin: Boating and Business on the Mississippi River


Earl Brimeyer: Cross Country Skiing


David Shealer: Bird Banding


Jay Cox: Camping and Living Like it Was


Nita Wiederaenders: Birds to watch Spring and Summer


Richard Worm: Wilderness Backpacking





Ideas for next programs next winter are welcomed. Contact Ann Ernst at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ernstannr@mcshi.com" ��ernstannr@mcshi.com� or call the Center at 563 556-0620.
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